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Sens. Boucus ond Tester ond Rep. Rehberg,

The Woter Policy Interim Committee of the Montonq Legisloture respectfully requests thof the
Army Corps of Engineers ond the Federol Emergency Monogement Agency (FEMA) deloy the
implementotion of the Flood Mop Modernizotion Progrom until o number of issues ore resolved. lt
oppeors there moy be o lock of coordinotion between the two ogencies on this complicoted issue.

The Woter Policy Interim Committee (WPIC) is o biportison committee thot studies woter issues in

Montono. At the Morch 2010 meefing of the WPIC, members of the Boord of Commissioners for
the Greot Folls Flood Control ond Droinoge District voiced much concern obout the Mop
Modernizotion Progrom ond the process for occrediting levees.

lf the progrom moves forword on iis current poth ond levees in Montono ore not occredited, there

will be o devostoting effect on the fomilies thot live in flood districts throughout Monfono. A lock

of occreditstion will bring lower property volues, roise flood insuronce cosis, ond will moke new

construction or improvements to existing structures virtuolly impossible.

Becouse of its rurol noture, Montono hos neither the populotion nor the resources to implement this

expensive unfunded federol mondote. There ore mony questions obout the Mop Modernizotion
Progrom thot still need to be onswered before implementotion tokes ploce.

* Who will poy for the certificotion? Non-Federol Locol Sponsors in sporsely populoted

oreos connot offord cerlificotion under fhe present set of rules.
* Are there ony engineering firms willing or quolified to do the work in Montono? Whot

will be the cost?
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* As o cost soving move for levee districts, con FEMA ond the Corps work together to
merge the sofety ond cerlificotion progroms?

* Whot is the role of eoch ogency in determining sofety ond occreditotion of levees ond
why would the Corps not perform the certificotion duties?

* Whot ore the liobility implicotions for locol governments ond Non-Federol Locol

Sponsors in the Mop Modernizotion process?

Until these questions ore onswered, we osk thot the process be suspended. We olso osk thot os

our representotives in Congress you work with the Army Corps of Engineers ond FEMA to moke
necessory improvements to this progrom, so it will be possible for Montono levee districts to
comply with progrom rules.

Sincerely,

Representotive Wolter L. Mcnutt Senotor Terry Murphy

Senotor Dovid E. Wonzenried Representotive Russell S. Beon

Senotor Debby Borrett Representotive Bill Mcchesney

Senotor Brodley Moxon Homletf Representotive J P Pomnichowski
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